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Meet the Wood Family 
Matthew, Kali, Laurel, and Eleanor serve in 

Medan, Indonesia with LCMS International. 

Matthew supports The Indonesia Christian 

Lutheran Church, by mentoring pastors, 

providing continuing education, and overseeing 

translation projects.  
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Grace, Cincinnati 
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Listen 
 Website coming soon:  

theseaside.asia 

 Follow us on Instagram:  

instagram.com/seasidewoods 

 Email 

to receive email updates 

Pray 
 Safe Travels 

 Smooth Transition 

 Health and Wellness 

 Network Building 

 Joy and Energy 

Tell 
 Talk with your friends/family 

about our ministry in Indonesia 

 Help us connect with your local 

day school, LWML, Mission 

Board, or Congregation 

Give 
 Visit: 

www.lcms.org/wood for info on 

partnering with us financially. 

 Call 712-882-1029 to support us 

through our MC friends in 

Mapleton, Iowa. 
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1/13 Saint Paul, Bay City 
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Loneliness On and Off the Field   
...from  Kali 

One of our concerns about accepting the call to serve the GKLI was 
loneliness. We will be the only LCMS International workers in Indonesia. 
We had been blessed to serve a church in St Louis, where 100s of LCMS 
workers lived within 15 miles of our front door. Now we move to a city 
where there are none.   

We know that when we move it will be lonely. One thing I did not ex-
pect was the loneliness of support raising. We travel often, so there is no 
“normal” to our days and weeks. Going every week to the same church 
and seeing the same people was comforting. We invested in their lives 
and they invested in ours. Now we see different people every Sunday 
and it’s hard to feel at “home”.   

As I sat in church on the commemora-
tion of All Saints Day I thought about 
this loneliness and realized how incor-
rect I was. I am not alone. I have my 
husband and two girls supporting me. 
I have my family, friends from near 
and far. I have saints whom I have 
never met praying for my family. Not 
because my family and I are special, 
because Christ’s Church is special. 
Ultimately He is with us on the way 
and when we are with Him we have fel-
lowship with the whole company of heav-
en. Thank you for being one of those saints!  

 Paint and Sip Fundraiser  
On Saturday, November 3rd Kali’s sister, Tia, drove 6 hours to St. Louis 

to teach 32 people how to paint with watercolors. A great time was had 
by all while learning a new skill, enjoying delicious food and fellow-
ship.  While Tia taught us the same techniques and used the same mate-
rials to create a painting of the night’s sky, each one of our paintings was 
unique. God created each of us to be unique, but with the same materi-
als. We can celebrate those unique gifts God has given us and use them 
to glorify His name.   

Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team grant which covered all our supplies 
we raised over $1,100 that evening to go straight towards our ministry in 
Indonesia.  If you or your church would be interested in hosting a similar 
fundraiser for us please let us know.  

So How’s It Going? 

 As our family travels the country 

building support we are asked this 

question often. In this edition of The 

S.E.A. Side we reflect on how it’s going.  

 When we have only a short time 

right before a presentation or a worship 

service we are likely to say “Great,” or 

“We’re very busy,” and this is true. 

However, as might be expected, the 

answer is a bit more complex. We con-

tinue to be inspired and amazed by the 

outpouring of support that individuals 

and congregations provide as we pre-

pare to move to Indonesia.  We contin-

ue to be excited about the ministry that 

awaits us when we reach Indonesia 

and begin our work with the Indone-

sian Christian Lutheran Church 

(GKLI). Yet, sometimes the journey is 

hard.  

 The articles this month report both 

the excitement and the tension. Kali 

hosted a fruitful Pant and Sip fundrais-

ing event. We have been refreshed by 

renewing old friendships. Still, we have 

struggled with being at a different con-

gregation every Sunday. We have 

grown tired on the road. (I have driven 

some 9,000 miles since the beginning 

of August.)  Our family has said good-

bye to our beloved dog, Barley. We 

strive through these things with good 

cheer because we know how important 

our work with the GKLI will be.   

 Blessings as you read this edition of 

The S.E.A. Side. Continue to give 

thanks to God for all his blessings 

to us and pray for His continued 

encouragement to our family. 
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Kids’ 

 Our family website where 

you can keep up with the 

latest news from the field: 

 theseaside.asia  

You read that right! It is not 

a .com. It’s still a work in 

progress! Log on to partner 

with us in SouthEast Asia! 

We’re On  

Instagram! 

 We are being careful with 

how we share our work on 

Social Media. Words can 

certainly get us into trou-

ble. 

 So follow us: sea-

sidewoods on Instagram! 

It’s a great way to check in 

quick, see what we’re up to, 

and leave some quick en-

couragement. 

 We are traveling. A Lot. I have 

recorded over 9,000 miles on the 

road over these past 15 weeks sup-

port raising for our work with the 

GKLI. The passion our people have 

for helping international church 

bodies like the GKLI is always en-

couraging. The smiling faces, the 

enthusiastic questions,  and quick 

commitments to offer prayer give 

me energy and joy.  

 The Lord has also encouraged our 

family along the way with many 

reconnections. This month I would 

like to highlight two pastors that 

have had an important impact on 

my life. Spending time with them 

during our visits last month brought 

me to praise God for the wonderful 

shepherds that He put in my life. 

 It was great to be back at my vic-

arage congregation, Good Shepherd 

in Roanoke, Virginia. All the famil-

iar faces and memories  made it feel 

like returning home. Pastor Beasley 

is phenomenal. His encouraging and 

reassuring conversations 

reminded how profoundly 

the Lord blessed Kali and me 

during vicarage.  In addition 

to supervising my vicarage, 

Pastor Beasley also officiated 

our wedding, which was at 

Good Shepherd. 

 Our trip to Virginia also 

brought us to the War Me-

morial Chapel on the cam-

pus of Virginia Tech in 

Blacksburg, Virginia. Here I had the joy 

of preaching for the Lutheran Outreach 

at Virginia Tech (LOVT) campus service 

on Sunday afternoon. I also had the joy 

of presenting to the LOVT Bible Study 

that meets on Tuesday evening. 

 On Reformation weekend we trav-

eled to Prince of Peace, West Salem, Wis-

consin. My former Director of Christian 

Education, Jason Schockman serves as 

Pastor.  Pastor Schockman shaped me in 

my Highschool years and at Seminary 

when I was a first year and he was a 

fourth year. He was also a part of our 

wedding, the preacher. I still remember 

his advice: Marriage is not 50%-50% it is 

100%-100%. 

Rev. Matthew J. Wood 
Representative to Indonesia 
LCMS International 
C: 314.495.2623 | lcms.org/wood 
matthew.wood@lcms.org 

It’s Not Always Easy 

 These days before we deploy to Indonesia are always a lot 

of work. Sometimes they are a lot of fun. We have had a lot of 

fun days. However sometimes they hurt, physically and emo-

tionally.  

 This month we got 9 shots between the four of us! The  

most exotic being for Japanese Encephalitis, a mosquito 

born virus that infects the brain. Laurel and Eleanor, who 

are smiling in the picture, were not as excited about it in the 

moment. We went to the lobby and got a cinnamon roll as a 

reward.  

 Our family also had to say good-bye to our beautiful boxer-

mastiff mix, Barley. He is  70 lbs. and 8 years old. A wonder-

ful family with a young boy and a fenced in yard adopted 

him.  Barley was Eleanor’s first word. For her all fury four 

legged creatures are called Barley. She will still call for Barley 

in the morning or when company leaves she will try to call 

him up from our basement.  

 We will miss Barley. We are very happy that we found a 

loving home for him to live out the rest of his days. We know 

there will be more sacrifices along the way. There will be 

missed birthdays and holidays. Yet, we go on gladly and with 

confidence because we know the Indonesia Christian Luther-

an Church needs us. As the Lord continues to bless us we are 

certain  that  all the hard work will be worth it.  The Lord 

may not reveal to us how, but we leave it to Him. 

Refreshing Reconnections  

From left to right: 

Pastor Beasley and Pastor Wood 

The Good Shepherd, a mosaic on the exterior of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Roanoke, VA. 

From left to right: Pastor Wood and Pastor Schockman 
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