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Meet the Wood Family 
Matthew, Kali, Laurel, and Eleanor serve in 

Medan, Indonesia with LCMS International. 

Matthew supports The Indonesian Christian 

Lutheran Church, by mentoring pastors, 

providing continuing education, and overseeing 

translation projects.  

Listen 
 Website: theseaside.asia 

 Follow us on Instagram:  

instagram.com/seasidewoods 

 Email 

to receive email updates 

Pray 
 Safe Travels 

 Smooth Transition 

 Health and Wellness 

 Network Building 

 Joy and Energy 

Tell 
 Talk with your friends/family 

about our ministry in Indonesia 

 Help us connect with your local 

day school, LWML, Mission 

Board, or Congregation 

Give 
 Visit: 

www.lcms.org/wood for info on 

partnering with us financially. 

 Call 712-882-1029 to support us 

through our MC friends in 

Mapleton, Iowa. 

Where We’ll Be 
Minnesota 

12/23 Mount Olive, Mound 

12/30 Our Savior, Excelsior 

1/3 N.W. Suburban Circuit 

Michigan 

1/6 Zion, Bay City 

1/13 Saint Paul, Bay City 

Indiana 

1/15-18 Theological Symposia 

 Ft. Wayne 

1/20 Suburban Bethlehem* 

 Ft. Wayne 

Kansas 

1/27 Saint Peter’s, Humbolt 

Illinois 

2/3 Zion, Morengo  

Wisconsin 

2/10 Bethlehem, Sun Prairie 

Minnesota  

2/24 Trinity, Rochester 

Please Consider a 
Year End Gift 

 As the year comes to an end, 
please pray about contributing a 
special year end gift to help us 
serve The Indonesia Christian 
Lutheran Church (GKLI).   

 We thank all of you for part-
nering with us through prayer 
and financial support. Your 
prayers encourage us and your 
generous support fosters our 
relationship with the GKLI.  

 Please prayerfully consider 
supporting us!  Thank you for 
sending us and making it possi-
ble for us to support and encour-
age the faithfulness of the GKLI. 

 Advent is a season of waiting. Often times 

waiting brings anxiousness because we wait 

with uncertainty about what the future will 

bring. Waiting on news of a diagnosis, the 

return of a loved one from deployment, a 

meeting with the boss, or the like. As our 

family waits for deployment to Indonesia we 

can sometimes be anxious about what the 

Lord has in store for us.  

 In these moments the Lord invites us to return to the Good News of 

His Son. For all that is unknown about the future we do know what is 

most important. We know that the Last Day will bring our Lord Jesus 

on the Clouds to usher in the New Creation.  

 As we wait for Christmas we wait for it with certainty. We know that 

it’s coming on December 25th. The certainty brings a joyful expecta-

tion. This is how we wait for Christ. We don’t know when, but we know 

that He is coming!  

 With certainty we wait joyfully for the One who has died for us, risen 

for us, ascended for us, and will return for us.  

Advent Waiting 

The Lord Works in Indonesia! 

 The Lord has blessed The Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church 

(GKLI) with opportunities to care for their neighbors and share their 

faith. Visit engage.lcms.org/indonesia-fall-2018 for an exciting story 

of how a congregation in Kuamang Kuning on the Island of Sumatra 

helped the Sanak people of Indonesia.  

 The Sanak are a nomadic and tribal people who live in the jungles 

of Indonesia. The Kuamang Kuning congregation came into contact 

with a tribe that had been displaced from a coconut oil plantation. 

The congregations of the GKLI do not have much to share, but they 

gave what they could. They collected clothing and helped teach the 

tribe how to farm, build, and how to read and write.  

 Most importantly they brought the Sanak people to Church and 

shared the Gospel with them. The tribe has difficulty traveling to 

Kuamang for Church. So, the GKLI reached out to the LCMS and 

received a grant to help the tribe build a church and community cen-

ter.  

 The Lord is working in Indonesia and blessing the world through 

the emerging partnership of the LCMS and the GKLI. Praise God our 

Father in Heaven for working through this growing relationship!  
Island of Sumatra 

Thanks for Listening 
Florida 

Good Shepherd, Gulf Breeze 

Missouri 

Reformation, Saint Louis 

Immanuel, Joplin 

Immanuel, Lockwood 

Nebraska 

Pacific Hills, Omaha 

Concordia Lutheran School, Omaha 

Beautiful Savior, Omaha 

Good Shepherd, Gretna 

Illinois 

Immanuel, Steeleville 

Saint Paul, Steeleville 

California 

First Lutheran, Concord 

Good Shepherd, Turlock 

Our Savior, Ridgecrest 

engage.lcms.org/indonesia-fall-2018
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Kids’ 

Rev. Matthew J. Wood 
Representative to Indonesia 
LCMS International 
C: 314.495.2623 | lcms.org/wood 
matthew.wood@lcms.org 

God Answers Prayer  

 While many were preparing to see family the week of Thanksgiv-

ing we were preparing to visit churches. We left Saturday around 

lunch to begin our 5 hour drive to Omaha, NE. We didn’t check the 

weather report before leaving.  Four hours into our drive a snow-

storm hit. While Matt drove about 30 miles per hour I spent time 

praying that God would keep us and those around us safe. About 2 

hours later we arrived at our destination safely. We let out a sigh of 

relief and said a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s providence.  

 Eight days later we watched the snow fall as we got ready for 

church that Sunday morning. We watched the news and saw many 

Omaha churches cancel their Sunday services. We safely made it to 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Gretna, NE. Matt preached 

and I presented to the church members who braved the weather. 

We were planning on leaving shortly after church to go home to St. 

Louis, but the snow kept coming down. The Lord blessed us with 

dear friends in the area who let us stay with them one more night to 

avoid driving in the blizzard.  

 The following day we packed our van and headed home. It had 

snowed so much the roads were still packed with snow. It took 

longer than expected to get home and our van filled with prayers as 

we slowly made our way. We arrived home, again let out a sigh of 

relief, and said a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s providence. He 

provided us with safety, people to share our story with, and a safe 

place to stay.   

A Preschooler’s Mites from Kali  

 We were blessed to have dinner at a pastor’s house one evening. 

Laurel was excited to spend some time with a girl her own age after 

spending 3 days with all of her male cousins. After the meal, the 

daughter excused herself and rushed out of the dining room. She 

returned a few minutes later and came up to me with excitement in 

her eyes and handed me a plastic bag filled with coins. I asked her 

what it was for and she answered: “It’s from my Noah’s Ark Bank. 

It’s For your [work in Indonesia]!”   

 This gift reminded me of what joyful giving really looks like. It 

may not have been a lot of money, but it was a huge donation given 

with love and joy. We are so thankful for all your support toward 

our service in Indonesia. Thank you for your attention, for your 

prayers, for your gifts. Thank you for supporting us with joy and 

love.   

Highlights from our Instagram account: seasidewoods. 

Kali connects with her internship supervisor, Pastor 

Ron Youngdale at Good Shepherd, Turlock, CA 

Matthew preaches on Hebrews 10 at Pacific Hills, 

Omaha, NE. Sermon Title: Jesus stands for us! 

Matthew with Pastor Hoff of Our Savior, Ridgecrest, 

CA. Pastor Hoff was campus pastor at Concordia, 

Saint Paul during our senior year there. 

The Advent decorations and Cross at Our Savior, 

Ridgecrest, CA. 

Krumkake 

 One of the blessings of homeschooling our children is that the 

family gets travel the country together and raise support for our 

work in Indonesia. This month our travels together brought Laurel 

a special treat. 

 In one of Laurel’s storybooks we read about Krumkake, a waffle 

cookie made by Scandinavian immigrants to America. Laurel has 

always wanted to try one, but we don’t know how to make it and we 

don’t have a krumkake iron. This month our travels took us to Cali-

fornia where we stayed with our friends Andy and Stephanie. They 

have a krumkake iron. Stephanie taught Kali and Laurel how to 

make it and we all had some delicious krumkake and homemade 

whipped cream for desert. What a treat! 

mailto:matthew.wood@lcms.org

